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	Grades 6-8 Established Goal(s)/Content Standard(s):

Religious Education Standards, Competencies and Assessments 

· CCC 131-132
Students will be able to recognize the force and power of Sacred Scripture in the life of the Church and in their personal lives of faith, and they will learn to rely on the Word of God as strength for their faith, food for the soul and a pure and lasting fount of spiritual life.

Common Core State Standards:

· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.5
With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 6 here.)



	Understanding (s)
Students will understand that:
· letters are a powerful communication tool.
· words are a way to express support and compassion.
· personal writing is a valuable aspect of human culture.
· tact is essential in personal communication.
	Essential Question(s):
· What can we learn about letter writing from the examples found in the Bible?
· What things can you write about in order to offer support and express compassion?
· Why is tact essential when communicating with children who have terminal illnesses or disabling conditions?



	Student objectives (outcomes):
Students will be able to:
· compose supportive, tactful letters to communicate with children whose profiles are featured on the Lettersproject.org website.
· see the value of communicating by personal letters in the future.
	Performance Task(s):
· Composition of a letter that follows standard writing conventions
· Composition of a letter that expresses a positive message 




– Learning Plan
	Learning Activities:
Preparation: Prepare to display 2 Timothy 3:16. Copy The C’s of Letter Writing Handout for the class or for each group.

16All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 16All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

New American Standard Bible Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation, La Habra, Calif. All rights reserved. For Permission to Quote Information visit http://www.lockman.org

Attention Grabber: 
Begin the lesson with this 5-minute activity.

Ask a student volunteer to read 2 Timothy 3:16 aloud. Draw attention to the phrase, equipped for every good work. Ask, What good works should a Christian do? Possible answers: Feed the hungry, visit the sick, pray for others, teach people about the Bible, etc. If the sick are not mentioned, you may prompt: How could a Christian help a sick person? Have you ever sent or received a get-well card?

Equip Students for Success
Letters were a very important means of communication in Bible times. Can you guess how many letters there are in the Bible? Twenty-one! Paul and other disciples of Jesus Christ used letters to keep in touch, to share information, to congratulate, and to send condolences. Today, we will analyze some of the letters in the Bible to see how we can write good letters. 

Distribute and explain how to complete The C’s of Letter-writing Worksheet.  Students may work individually or in groups of two or three. Discuss the answers. (1-complete; 2-correct;3-concise; 4-considerate) You may allow dictionaries during this activity.

Personalize and Apply
Tell students about the website Lettersproject.org. Direct their attention to Kadin’s (or another) profile. Read the profile together.

Inform students that they will be writing a letter to one of the children featured on Lettersproject.org and explain some of the challenges that these children face. Ask: Why do you think these children would enjoy receiving letters from the class? What are some nice things that one can say to make a sick person feel better? What would you like to tell him/her about yourself? Is there anything that you think would make (Kadin) sad or mad if you talked about it in your letter? What questions could you ask (Kadin)? 

Guided / Independent Practice
Assign students to compose a letter using the letter template available on the website. This activity can be done in class or as a homework assignment. Afterwards, divide students into small groups. They should use the worksheet as a checklist. Do the letters meet the criteria of the C’s of Letter-writing? Have them proofread each other’s letters to ensure that they are encouraging and positive. Circulate and offer suggestions. Students should make a neat, final copy to be mailed.


This lesson follows many principles from the Understanding By Design Framework developed by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe, 2002.


The C’s of Letter Writing

Each Scripture below demonstrates at least one quality of a good letter. Match each of the terms beginning with the letter C with the scriptural principle that discusses that quality. Not all of the terms will be used.

	

→ Be clear    Write short, simple sentences.
   
→ Be complete Include the important points that you selected in your letter!
 
→ Be courteous Use your manners.

→ Be concise. Write a letter, not a novel!

→ Be considerate Think about how the other person will feel when reading the letter.

→ Be conversational Write like you would speak in a conversation with a new friend.

→ Be correct Check your facts!





1. ______________________ (Luke 14:28-30) For example, who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, he might lay its foundation but not be able to finish it, and all the onlookers would start to ridicule him, 30 saying: ‘This man started to build but was not able to finish.’

2. ______________________ (Ecclesiastes 12:10) The congregator sought to find delightful words and to record accurate words of truth.

3. ______________________ (Proverbs 10:19) When words are many, transgression cannot be avoided, But whoever controls his lips acts discreetly.

4. ______________________  (Colossians 3:12) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience.

Scripture quotations are from the modern-language New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures found online at jw.org.

