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Religious Education Standards, Competencies and Assessments: 
· CCC 131-132
Students will be able to recognize the force and power of Sacred Scripture in the life of the Church and in their personal lives of faith, and they will learn to rely on the Word of God as strength for their faith, food for the soul and a pure and lasting fount of spiritual life.

Common Core State Standards:
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5
· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
· rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grades 9-10 here.)
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
 
International Society for Technology in Education Standards
· 1.b Creativity and innovation
            Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative    
             products and processes using technology.




	Understanding (s)
Students will understand that:
· letters are a powerful communication tool.
· words are a way to express support and compassion.
· guidelines for personal writing can be found in God’s inspired Word.
· tact is essential in personal communication.
	Essential Question(s):
· For what purposes did Bible writers use letters?
· How can you express support and compassion through your choice of words?
· What letter-writing principles can be gleaned from Bible texts?
· Why is tact essential when communicating with children who have terminal illnesses or disabling conditions?



	Student objectives (outcomes):
Students will be able to:
· compose supportive, tactful letters to communicate with children whose profiles are featured on the Lettersproject.org website.
· see the value of communicating by personal letters in the future, especially with fellow believers.
	Performance Task(s):
· Composition of a letter that follows standard writing conventions
· Composition of a letter that expresses a positive message
· Composition of a letter that reflects Scriptural principles 



– Learning Plan
	Learning Activities
Preparation: Prepare to display: (1) a picture of a golden apple and Proverbs 25:11 and (2) a treasure chest filled with gold.
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NET Bible
Like apples of gold in settings of silver, so is a word skillfully spoken. 
(Proverbs 25:11)
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Attention Grabber: 
Begin the lesson with this 5-minute activity.

Raise your hand if you know what gold is. Why do people like gold? Is gold worth a lot of money? Notice what Proverbs 25:11 says about what we say. (Point to the scripture as you read it aloud.) What do you think this means? (Acceptable answers or prompts: What we say can be as valuable as an apple made of gold. We can make people happy by what we say. Saying something nice is like giving an expensive gift.) 

Equip Students for Success
Nice-Nicer-Nicest Activity: Which gift do you think is the nicest? A. An Ipad. B. A pencil. C. A tee-shirt. (Answers may vary.) 

Our words can be like gifts. What we say can be nice, but we can often think of a way to say it in a nicer way.

For example, which is the nicest? A. Write me back. B. I will be mad if you don’t write me back. C. I would love to get a letter from you. Please write me back if you can!

For your letters, try to say things in the nicest way possible! Avoid things that will make the recipient sad. 

Personalize and Apply
Tell students about the website Lettersproject.org. Direct their attention to Kadin’s (or another) profile. Read the profile together.

Ask: What could you talk about if you wrote a letter to (Kadin)? What information could you share about yourself? Is there anything that you think would make (Kadin) sad or mad if you talked about it in your letter? What questions could you ask (Kadin)? 

If anything is stated in a tactless or questionable way, ask: Is there a nicer way to say that? What would be the nicest way to say that? Is that a nice thing to say?

 Next, allow them to select one recipient or read the profile together of a student that you selected for them. 

Brainstorm: What things are you going to share about your life with this child? What questions do you want to ask him? What are the nicest things you can say?


Guided / Independent Practice

Assign students to write a letter to the selected child during the remaining class time or as a homework assignment. Use the template to explain each part of a letter. Use the provided blank letter template if you would like to assure that they include all necessary elements. 

Additional Elements/Extra Time
If time allows, encourage students to decorate the letter with drawings. 


This lesson follows many principles from the Understanding By Design Framework developed by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe, 2002.
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