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	Established Goal(s)/Content Standard(s):
•Grades 9-12:
Common Core State Standards:
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5
· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
· rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grades 9-10 here.)
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
 
International Society for Technology in Education Standards
· 1.b Creativity and innovation
            Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative    
             products and processes using technology.




	Understanding (s)
Students will understand that:
· letters are a powerful communication tool.
· words are a way to express support and compassion.
· personal writing is a valuable aspect of human culture.
· tact is essential in personal communication.
	Essential Question(s):
· How are personal letters more powerful than other forms of communication?
· How can you express support and compassion through your choice of words?
· Why is writing a valuable aspect of human culture?
· Why is tact essential when communicating with children who have terminal illnesses or disabling conditions?



	Student objectives (outcomes):
Students will be able to:
· compose supportive, tactful letters to communicate with children whose profiles are featured on the Lettersproject.org website.
· see the value of communicating by personal letters in the future.
	Performance Task(s):
· Composition of a letter that follows standard writing conventions
· Composition of a letter that expresses a positive message 






– Learning Plan
	Learning Activities:

Attention Grabber: 
Begin the lesson with this 5-minute activity.
Read a brief letter that you wrote to one of the children from Lettersproject.org. Ask students to critique how a sick child might feel when reading your letter. In your letter, include many positive aspects but try to include some potentially offensive or discouraging remarks as well. Encourage students to tell you the positive and negative aspects of the letter. 

Equip Students for Success
Ask students to review the aspects of a formal letter on the board. They should generate:

· Heading
· Greeting
· Body
· Closing 
· Signature

Personalize and Apply
Ask someone to share how they felt upon receiving a get-well card and/or gift. (If no one has had the experience, share one of yours or ask them to imagine how it would feel.)
Have students navigate to lettersproject.org on personal computers, if available.
(Alternately, display the site with an overhead projector or distribute copies of a profile that you selected in advance.) Explain the mission of the website and (1) allow students to choose a recipient or (2) direct students to a recipient that you have pre-selected.

Guided / Independent Practice

Assign students to write a letter to the selected child during the remaining class time or as a homework assignment. Provide a handout containing the parts of a letter. 


This lesson follows many principles from the Understanding By Design Framework developed by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe, 2002.



Dear Kadin,

How are you? My name is Tracy and I am a teacher. My class wants to write letters to you, too. I heard that you like to watch movies. What is your favorite movie? I like movies that make me laugh. I also like to read letters. I hope that you can write back to me. Please tell me about your favorite movie and how you are doing. If you write back, I will read your letter with my son. 

Your pen pal,

Ms.Tracy
