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	Established Goal(s)/Content Standard(s):
•Grades 6-8

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.5
With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 6 here.)





	Understanding (s)
Students will understand that:
· letters are a powerful communication tool.
· words are a way to express support and compassion.
· personal writing is a valuable aspect of human culture.
· tact is essential in personal communication.
	Essential Question(s):
· How are personal letters more powerful than other forms of communication?
· How can you express support and compassion through your choice of words?
· Why is writing a valuable aspect of human culture?
· Why is tact essential when communicating with children who have terminal illnesses or disabling conditions?



	Student objectives (outcomes):
Students will be able to:
· compose supportive, tactful letters to communicate with children whose profiles are featured on the Lettersproject.org website.
· see the value of communicating by personal letters in the future.
	Performance Task(s):
· Composition of a letter that follows standard writing conventions
· Composition of a letter that expresses a positive message 




– Learning Plan
	Learning Activities:

Attention Grabber: 
Begin the lesson with this 5-minute activity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Along with instructions not to open them until you say so, distribute sealed envelopes to each student. Inside the envelope, include a single, honest positive statement about each student on a small slip of paper. Examples: Pamela, you have a very quick mind. John, I love your sense of humor. Tina, you are a good listener. At your cue, ask all the students to open their “letters”. Briefly discuss how it feels to receive a positive message.

Equip Students for Success
Ask students to review the aspects of a formal letter on the board. They should generate:

· Heading
· Greeting
· Body
· Closing 
· Signature

Note: You may have to supply the terminology for the parts of the letter, but they should be able to describe, for example, that you greet the recipient by name at the beginning of the letter.


Personalize and Apply
Ask someone to share how they felt upon receiving a get-well card and/or gift. (If no one has had the experience, share one of yours or ask them to imagine how it would feel.)
Have students navigate to lettersproject.org on personal computers, if available.
(Alternately, display the site with an overhead projector or distribute copies of a profile that you selected in advance.) Explain the mission of the website and (1) allow students to choose a recipient or (2) direct students to a recipient that you have pre-selected.

Guided / Independent Practice

Assign students to write a letter to the selected child during the remaining class time or as a homework assignment. Provide a handout containing the parts of a letter. 


This lesson follows many principles from the Understanding By Design Framework developed by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe, 2002.



